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and taken control, and so across Asia Minor and
down into Mesopotamia and Bagdad. With her
assistance the Turks had hurled back the British
and inflicted on them the severe defeats of Galli-
poli and Kut-al-Amarah. On the Western front
the Allies battered in vain with useless and bloody
frontal attacks. On the Eastern front the Rus-
sians had shown their weakness, and the Caucasus
armies were in full retreat. From the Baltic,
across Central Europe through the Balkans and
Turkey to Jerusalem and Bagdad and the Cau-
casus, Germany was supreme. The overpower-
ing hand of the Black Empire held the Old World
half-strangled in its terrific grip. To many
acute neutral observers the Allies appeared to be
defeated.
In captivity I saw the dissolution of the old
Ottoman Empire. I returned to freedom to
share the stupendous victory of the Allies. I
found everywhere thrust and energy and enthu-
siasm and ideals.
The Near East, torn into strips, waited placidly
to have its future decided. A great opportunity
was given to the Allies, but they showed them-
selves incapable and unworthy of it. The Otto-
man Empire, crushed and defeated, begging only
for peace and security, lay at their feet.
By folly and procrastination and by national